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Mail - vidya abhayagunawartiena - Outlook

‘Star class hotels to ban the use of plastic and polythene »
fd

vidya abhayagunawardena

Sat 2/24/2018 9:38 PM

To: chairman@srilanka.travel <chairman®srilanka.travel>

U 2 attachments {4 MB)
Press Relese (English) (1) (2).jpg; DWC.jpg;

vir. Kavan Ratnayaka
Chairman
Sri Lanka Tourism Development Authority

Dear Mr. Ratnayaka,
Subject: Star class hotels to ban the use of plastic and polythene

As | briefly explained to you this evening most of the star class hotels in Si Lanka still use plastic
and polythene in their day to day businesses. Most recently | have noticed that Cinnamon Grand
Colombo still serve disposable plastic bottles. Last week | informed this to the Cinnamon Grand
authority and requested a meeting to discuss this matter with the General Manager Mr, Rohan

Karr. This is totally contradictory to their parent company John Keels Holding is urging the corporate
sector and public to not to use plastic and polythene. The JKH already launched a campaign in this
regard.

Its of paramount importance that the entire hotel sector in Sri Lanka should work towa rds

being plastic and polythene free. There will be a lot of opportunities for hotel business in terms of
cost and social responsibility and their carbon footprint when they do not use of polythene and
plastic. | would like tQ share with you below article published by the Green Hotelier which discusses
that "Hoteliers have a waste solution that's good for the environment and good for business."

From 4th of February 2018, the departments of Forests and Wildlife in Sri Lanka have banned the
use of plastic and polythene inside their parks. Attached are press release and poster demgned in this
regard. Park visitors need to adhere to it and introduce alternatives to plastic and polythene.

We urge you to look in to this important matter seriously and as first step, the 5 Star category hotels
and resorts in Sri Lanka could be encouraged to stop the use of plastic and polythene. This initiative
could start with the Cinnamon Hotels and they can encourage others in the industry. Gradually this
can spread to other star category hotels and eventually the entire tourism sector of Sri Lanka will go
zero polythene and plastic in few years time. This will bring many benefits for all of us and at some
point this will not be calculated merely in financial terms due to its positive environmental
outcome.

Look forward to hea ring for you soon.
. With best regards,
Vidya Abhayagunawardena . — T
Researcher - Socioeconomic Deveiopment Environment and Dlsarmament

No. 69, Gregory's Road
- Colombo 7.
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http://www.greenhotelier.org/our-themes/waste ‘i iking-point-h oteliers-have-a-waste-solution-
thats-good-for-the-environment-and-good-for-business/

Talking Point: Hoteliers have a waste
solution that’s good ...

www.greenhotelier.org

Talking Point: Hoteliers have a waste solution that's
good for the environment and good for business
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